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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 1 recites tine limitation "the newest management information" in line 23. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 -1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2002/0174430 by Ellis et al. in view of US 6,754,665 by Futagami et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1, Ellis et al. discloses a server device for use with a client 
device In a movie distribution system, the server device comprising: 

• a video recording processing section for recording a movie and generating 
not only movie data, made up of predetermined data units, but also 
management information in which a playback duration and a data size are 
associated with each other with respect to each said data unit (fig. 1, 44, 
45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); 
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• a storage medium to store tlie movie data and tlie management 
information tliereon (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 
0177, 0339-0345); 

• a receiving section, wliicli receives a request to get tine management 
Information and a request to transmit the data unit from the client device 
(fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); 

• a request processing section for reading the management information and 
the data unit in response to the request to get and the request to transmit, 
respectively, and Instructing that the management Information and the 
data unit be transmitted (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 
0177,0339-0345); and 

• a transmitting section for transmitting the management information and 
data unit instructed (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 
0177, 0339-0345) 

Ellis et al. fails to disclose 

• wherein if the request to transmit the data unit has been received after the 
management Information was transmitted, the request processing section 
Instructs that at least a piece of the newest management Information be 
transmitted with the data unit selected by the request to transmit. 

Futagami et al. discloses 
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• wherein if tine request to transmit tine data unit has been received after the 
management information was transmitted, the request processing section 
instructs that at least a piece of the newest management information be 
transmitted with the data unit selected by the request to transmit (col. 9 
lines 65-col 10 lines 8). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Ellis et al.'s system to 
include newest management information, as taught by Futagami et al., for user to know 
about updated management information. 

3. Regarding claim 2, Futagami et al. discloses the server device wherein the 
request processing section instructs that a piece of the management information, which 
has been updated after the management information was transmitted and until the at 
least one data unit selected by the request to transmit is transmitted, be transmitted 
(col. 9 lines 65-col 10 lines 8). 

4. Regarding claim 3, Ellis et al. discloses the server device wherein when the 

video recording processing section stops recording the movie, the request processing 
section Instructs that a notification of the stop of recording be sent and the transmitting 
section sends the notification with the data unit selected by the request to transmit (fig. 
31 , paragraph 0330, 0333). 
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5. Regarding claim 4, the server device wherein the transmitting section transmits 
at least two of: the data unit (Ellis et al., fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161, 0164-0168, 
0174, 0177, 0339-0345); at least the piece of the newest management information 
(Futagami et al., col. 9 lines 65-col. 10 lines 8); and the notification, that are stored in 
separate sections of a message so as to be distinguished from each other. 

6. Regarding claim 5, Ellis et al. discloses the server device wherein the movie 
data concerns a stream compliant with one of the MPEG standards and the data unit is 
a video object unit (paragraph 0251). 

7. Regarding claim 6, the server device wherein the video recording processing 
section generates management information in which playback-related attributes of the 
movie are further associated with each said data unit (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 
0161,0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345). 

8. Regarding claim 7, Ellis et al. discloses a client device for use with a server 
device in a movie distribution system, the server device recording a movie and storing 
not only movie data, made up of predetermined data units, but also management 
information in which a playback duration and a data size are associated with each other 
with respect to each said data unit, the client device comprising: 
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• a transmitting section for sending the server device a request to get the 
management information and a request to transmit the data unit (fig. 1 , 44, 
45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); 

• a receiving section for receiving the management information and the data 
unit from the server device that has responded to the request to get and 
the request to transmit, respectively (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164- 
0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); 

• a playbacl< control section for finding a data unit that is needed to make a 
streaming playback by reference to the management information and 
instructing that the request to transmit be sent (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 
0161,0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); and 

• a movie output processing section for playing back the movie based on 
the data unit received (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161,0164-0168, 0174, 
0177, 0339-0345), 

Ellis et al. fails to disclose 

• wherein the receiving section receives not only the data unit but also at 
least a piece of the newest management information from the server 
device. 

Futagami et al. discloses 

• wherein the receiving section receives not only the data unit but also at 
least a piece of the newest management information from the server 
device (col. 9 lines 65-col 10 lines 8). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Ellis et al.'s system to 
include newest management information, as taught by Futagami et al., for user to know 
about updated management information. 

9. Regarding claim 8, Futagami et al. the client device wherein the receiving 
section receives a piece of the management information, which has been updated after 
the server device transmitted the management information in response to the request to 
get and until the at least one data unit selected by the request to transmit is transmitted 
(col. 9 lines 65-col 10 lines 8). 

10. Regarding claim 9, Ellis discloses the client device wherein the receiving section 
receives not only the data unit but also a notification of stop of recording from the server 
device (fig. 31, paragraph 0330, 0333). 

11. Regarding claim 10, the client device wherein the receiving section receives a 

message, in which at least two of: the data unit (Ellis et al., fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 
0161, 0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345); at least the piece of the newest 
management information (Futagami et al., col. 9 lines 65-col. 10 lines 8); and the 
notification, are stored, and distinguishes and retrieves the at least two of them. 
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12. Regarding claim 11, Ellis et al. discloses the client device wherein the movie 
data concerns a stream compliant with one of the MPEG standards and the data unit is 
a video object unit (paragraph 0251). 

13. Regarding claim 12, Ellis et al. disclose the client device wherein the receiving 
section receives management information in which playback-related attributes of the 
movie are further associated with each said data unit, and wherein the movie output 
processing section plays back the movie in accordance with the attributes and the data 
units (fig. 1, 44, 45, paragraph 0161, 0164-0168, 0174, 0177, 0339-0345). 

14. Claim 13 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claims 1 and 7 above. 

15. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 1 above. 

16. Claim 15 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 7 above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Iran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



